As the object of this course is to teach surgery by examples rather than by precepts, our descriptions of disease will neither be extended nor systematic. We shall dwell rather on the essential and leading features as regards symptoms, diagnosis, prognosis, and treatment; and when death occurs we shall not omit the opportunity of searching out the cause, and elucidating the nature of the disease by post mortem investigations. In this part of our inquiries we shall have the active co-operation of our excellent curator, whose duty it will be to perform the essential part of each inspection, and to note down the morbid appearances in a book of reference kept expressly for the purpose.
These dissections, as far as practicable, will be made in the public theatre here (to which all of you have access), and will thus form another important practical feature in our course of clinical instruction.
In short, the surgery taught here will throughout be of a practical character, or adapted to the wants and daily requirements of the surgical practitioner. We shall in each case give the name of the disease, and cause the same also to be noted on the card affixed to the bed of the patient, for easy reference.
In the history of each case, drawn up by the clerk, the symptoms and phenomena of the disease at the time the patient is admitted into the hospital will be carefully recorded, and the various changes that may arise, will from time to time be adverted to, at the bed-side of the patient, and noted also in the Journal, and our reasons for every change in the treatment will be given at the clinical lecture. 
